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Opinions

Sensible ways to reduce our impact on Yosemite

By GEORGE RADANCVICH
here is a better way to manage
Yosemite National Park than

provided for in the plan hastily
implemented during the final days
of the Clinton administration. The
plan is not in balance with the
National Park Service’s dual roles
of protecting the environment and
ensuring the public’s access to our
national parks.

The park service plan calls for the
removal of all unnecessary
buildings and structures from
Yosemite Valley, moving them to
another location. I support this
.concept. Restoring as much of the
valley as possible to its natural
state will only enhance the park’s
beauty. While I believe that the
park service should move
administrative facilities and staff
housing out of the park, facilities

-for the public must remain.

I am particularly concerned that
the plan eliminates 350 camping
spaces from the valley floor. We
have a unique opportunity to
restore a limited number of
low-impact campsites to the river
areas washed out in the 1997 floods.
Low-impact camping is part of
Yosemite’s heritage and is a great
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The LeConie Memorial Lodge coulc:
be moved in order to reduce humar
traffic into Yosemite National Park.

way for the public to experience all
of the park’s natural beauty.

nother way-to reduce the -

human footprint on the valley
is to remove the LeConte Memorial
Lodge. The Sierra Club built the
lodge asa memorlal to one of its
founding members Joseph LeConte.

‘Repeatedly, the Sierra Club has
.opposed the restoration of

campsites in the Upper and Lower
River areas of the valley. Yet it has
kept its special piece of the valley.
Those who advocate limited access

should be willing to limit their own.

The lodge was moved once before,
and could be moved again.
Restoration of the lodge’s site could
offset the minimal effect of the

_ restoration of low-impact campsites
| at Upper and Lower River
‘campgrounds.

e can further reduce the

human footprint in the valley
and yet preserve access through
sensible traffic and parking
management. The park service plan
calls for the rerouting of Northside
Drive to the river side of Yosemite
Lodge. I believe that this simple
solution will solve most of the
traffic problems in the valley. We
also can greatly reduce traffic
through further development of
Yosemite Village, moving the
grocery store to Curry Village and
moving the bus garage to El Portal.

The least effective way to reduce

the human footprint is through a
drastic reduction in day-use
parking. The plan calls for a

"dramatic cut in parking to 550

spaces and implementing a

- far-fetched satellite bus parking

system. Under this system, a visitor
would pay $20 at one of the four
park entrances to travel into
Yosemite Valley. Upon arrival at
the valley entrance, if there were no
parking available, the visitor would
be told to backtrack 10 to 15 miles
and get on a bus for a return trip.

e may never need such a

far-fetched bus system. A
more sensible solution is to reduce
moderately the day-use parking
spaces to 1,200. )

It is my responsibility as

chairman of the House Resources

" Subcommittee on National Parks,

and as someone born and raised
near Yosemite who has enjoyed it
all my life, to ensure that we
maintain the balance between
preservation and public access.
Unfortunately, the park service plan
for Yosemite heavily favors
'so-called preservation at the
expense of public access. My
legislation will bring back into line
those dual roles. After all, what
good is preserving a park if no one -
can visit it?

Radanovich is a Republican congress-
man frem Mariposa.



