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19TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA

October 3, 2002

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Labor

200 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Madame Secretary:

As a member of the California congressional delegation, I am writing you concerning the
devastating impacts caused by the closure of the West Coast ports. ‘As the main channel of
commercial operations, ports serve the dual purpose of moving goods and purveying jobs. As a
result, the consequences of the breakdown in negotiations between the International Longshore
& Warehouse Union (ILWU) and the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) has escalated to an
economic emergency.

As you may know, ships are not being loaded or unloaded along the West Coast. The inability to
get goods off the ships will soon lead companies to shut down and lay off workers. Our nation’s
economy loses an estimated $1 billion everyday that the ports remain closed. In particular, the
farmers in my congressional district are unable to use the ports to export their commodities. The
longer the ports remain hostages, the more its impact will be felt across the nation.

Our struggling economy cannot afford interference of this magnitude at our ports. If the port
disruptions continue, more businesses will become paralyzed and jobs could be eliminated. I
encourage you to use your authority to work with the President to bring both parties back to the
negotiating table and - if necessary - invoke the Taft-Hartley Act. Ihope and trust that this issue
can be resolved in equitable manner that will result in the ports’ swift reopening. :

I look forward to a positive resolution regarding this matter.




